
First Sunday after Christmas and the feast day of St. Stephen the Martyr 

Dec 26th 2021 

Alternate reading:  Jeremiah 17:5-10 

Psalm 148; Colossians 3:12-17; Luke 2:41-52 

 

Reading the passage from Jeremiah recently, made me think about my relationship with God. Which is 

no bad thing for us all to do as we head towards 2022.  For example, v8  Am I like a tree planted by 

water, sending out my roots into God’s refreshing stream? 
 

I have to admit that this past year, for much of the year life has been like paddling against the wind and 

current.   With not much chance to send out roots, let alone an anchor, as I manged the transition of; 

retiring as a diocesan bishop; undergoing a major home and garden renovation; selling most of our 

belongings;  move countries; and begin to settle here in the Glen. Exhausting to say the least.  And yet 

we all know, that putting down roots deep into God’s love is important, especially if we are to cope 

with the many stresses and strains that life throws at us. 
 

So, reading the Jeremiah passage again this week was a sharp reminder – to pause awhile each day and 

simply be, especially if, I am to be effective in fulfilling my calling here.  The same might be true for 

you.  When was the last time you spent some quality time with God? 
 

I know that if I am not careful, I can, like Martha or Peter,  sometimes do things in my own strength – I 

can see hundreds of things that need to be done, and should be done, and so I do them.  And yet in v5, 

Jeremiah makes it clear that ‘we are cursed if we make mere flesh our strength.’ 
 

Harsh, but I can see why, because once we begin to think we know best; that we are in control; that we 

don’t need God; we can make ourselves that busy that we don’t pray, or spend time with God, and so 

we soon start to falter and we miss out on so many of God’s daily blessings. 
 

This is evident in the Christmas story, the Inn keeper, the revellers and the census folk were far to busy 

or to self-centred and missed the Christ child, born in their midst. It took those with a bit of time on 

their hands, like the Shepherds watching their flocks on that silent, but holy night, and those Magi, 

attentive to the heavenly realms, to note the call of God to come, to come and see, and to be with the 

child, born for them.  And in doing so, they received the refreshment of God’s still waters in this busy 

life – Christmas was for them well spent – as such they received the peace, the joy, the love, the 

rootedness in God we all crave, but often fail to seek. 
 

Time with the Creator, with Emmanuel, is so important, for as St Stephen proves, having roots deep 

into God’s love means we can be firm in faith and at peace in ourselves and with others, irrespective of 

what rocks life or people might throw at us.  Indeed St Stephen, whose feast day is today is perhaps the 

supreme example of a life that mirrors that of Christ.  A man full of faith, grace, wisdom and the Holy 

Spirit who died without fear and, like Jesus, died forgiving His enemies. One could say that 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu did the same. 

 

Whenever we can, our first priority of the day, as Christians, is to spend time with our loving God, 

praying and reading the Scriptures and seeking the Lord’s will for the day.  I know it is a challenge but 
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we are far more effective when we lead out of nourishment and rest.  Indeed we would do well to note 

that though there is always a time for doing, the acronym or pneumonic B.U.S.Y means Being Under 

Satan’s Yoke  - Jesus says his yoke is easy and the discerning Christian knows the importance of 

spending quality time with the Lord  if our load is to be eased and our effectiveness sharpened. The 

example of Stephen and the passage from Jeremiah today emphasise this, otherwise as Jeremiah says 

we will be like (v6) a shrub in the desert being blown about in the parched places of the wilderness and 

will not see when relief comes. 
 

We also see this in the Gospel today, Jesus said to his panicked parents, “Did you not know that I 

would be in my Fathers house?”  In all their frantic searching for their son they failed to search in the 

one place we find the very answers to our restless searching. 
 

So, if you are searching or feeling as though you are going against the current, or blown about by the 

wind of busyness, then the message today is for you to allow yourself to take root in God’s love.  Make 

Him your priority once more.   
 

Indeed, as a church, let’s make it our New Year’s resolution to spend quality time with God in daily 

prayer this coming year.   To go deep into Him & receive His thirst-quenching water so that we will be 

able to stand tall in the faith we profess, and stand firm against the pressures of life.  Like the saints 

who have gone before us. 
 

I also pray that we, as God’s beloved, here at St Ninian’s, we would model the ‘9 point’ New Year 

resolution that St Paul urges the people of Colossae (3:12-17) that as God's chosen ones, holy and 

beloved, we would pledge not to wear garments of anger, resentment and unforgiveness but to: 

 

1.  clothe ourselves daily with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. 

2. That we would covenant to bear with one another and, if any of us has a complaint against 

another, to forgive each other; for just as the Lord has forgiven us, we, like Jesus and St 

Stephen must also forgive. 

3. Above all, to clothe ourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony.    

4. To let the peace of Christ rule in our hearts, to which indeed we were called in the one 

body.   

5. To be thankful,  

6. To Let the word of Christ dwell in us richly;  

7. to teach and admonish one another in all wisdom;  

8. With gratitude in our hearts to sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And, 

9. That whatever we do, in word or deed, in 2022, to do everything in the name of the Lord 

Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 
 

Amen 


