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2nd Sunday after CHRISTMAS  -  2nd January 2022 

Sermon at St Ninian’s, Glen Urquhart 

Rt. Rev. Rob Hardwick 

Jer 31:7-14.  Ps 147:13-21. Ephesians 1:3-14. John 1(1-9) 10-18 

 

Happy New Year!  I trust you’ve made your New Year’s resolutions and that one of them is 

to come and worship each week. If you have, well done, you made your first Sunday!    I 

won’t ask you if you’ve also resolved to lose the weight you gained through Advent and 

Christmas, or if you’re planning on joining a health club, or if you’re going to walk, run or 

cycle each day.  Though if you are, don’t worry, in the Episcopal Church you only have to 

deal with them until Ash Wednesday and then you can give them up for Lent.  
 

Resolutions are good to make, especially if we feel changes are needed to make in our lives.  

However, I did hear about one poor guy who phoned his girlfriend on January 2nd and got the 

following recording: “I am not available right now, but thank you for caring enough to call. I 

am making some changes in my life. Please leave a message after the beep. If I do not return 

your call, you are one of the changes.”  
 

Joking aside, none of us are perfect. In fact, some of us might regret the way we’ve lived 

some of our lives.  Little wonder that, millions of pounds are spent in therapy by people 

wanting to deal with their regrets.  That is why I am comforted that the prologue to the 

Gospel of John puts the emphasis not on our past, but on our future. Not on our regrets, but 

on our possibilities: “Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave 

the right to become (to become) children of God, children born not of natural descent, nor of 

human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God.”  A positive theme for any New Year!  

Focused as it is, not on what we have been, or even what we are now. Rather it is focused on 

what we can become: John 1:12.  “Yet to all who received him….,   he gave the right to 

become children of God”   
 

Furthermore, in the Ephesians reading today it says we were chosen to become even before 

the creation of the world, predestined to be holy and blameless in his sight. Predestined to be 

adopted to sonship ‘to be heirs’ through Jesus Christ.  Predestined according to God’s plan 
 

Now we could all trip over that word "predestined!” One pastor described the difference 

between Methodists and Presbyterians saying, "The Presbyterian church is Calvinistic. It 

believes in predestination, i.e., that everything which is going to happen was planned by the 

Almighty at the beginning of time, and that mankind cannot alter the divine plan. The 

Methodist church, on the contrary...rejects predestination. Believing that when anything 

happens, the Almighty is just as surprised as anybody else."  Anglicans and Episcopalians on 

the other hand, those who hold to the 17th Article of Religion in the Book of Common Prayer, 

believe that when we follow the Holy Spirit’s leading, we through Grace, undertake that which 

is predestined according to God’s will.  As such predestination takes place when we align 

ourselves to God’s will and adhere to His word, and, I might add, when we come to see 

ourselves as we really are, predestined from the beginning of time, to be family, sons and 

daughters of the Divine.   
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May we all discover this kind of becoming, aligning and living in 2022 – as we become more 

than we are today in Christ, live like Christ, and leave a Godly legacy behind us.  A legacy 

like that of the Magi or, more recently, Archbishop Desmond Tutu.  The legacy of faith filled 

lives. Lives that inspire, and keep on living through others.   
 

The Magi are a lasting legacy of the importance of observing, of stepping out in faith; of 

searching for that that truly matters; of gift giving your very best; and of worshipping more 

than themselves, the one true God, the King of kings, Emmanuel, born to save.  
 

It is however, sad that so much potential to become is neglected in our world. Too often we 

listen to the wrong voices.  Maybe an inner negative voice, or the well-intentioned voice of a 

teacher or parent that led us to take different paths.  Or maybe, when overwhelmed by the 

immensity of a task, or by our age, disability, or self-doubt, we simply think we could not 

possibly do anything that would make a difference.  Thank God for Captain Sir Tom Moore’s 

legacy.  His simple daily walk for the NHS highlighted a great need and, with other related 

charitable initiatives, his 33million combined with others, raised a staggering 150million for 

the NHS.  Furthermore, Tom’s donations have since become a Foundation, to inspire hope 

where it is needed most. Just a simple exercise walk of faith around his home, by one of 

senior age, influenced the nations of the UK.  
 

What about us.  What will our legacy be as a church?  Jesus says, we have a potential within 

our hearts and souls to do even greater than He.  Yes, the potential for peace, for joy, for 

hope, for love, for forgiveness, for prayer, but an even greater potential to become like Christ.  

To become new people, faith-filled people, God’s own people.  Born to love, born to save, 

born to share, born of God. 
 

A birth right to become, that is not something we earn but a gift from a loving, merciful God. 

Note again John’s words: “To all who received him, who believed in his name, he GAVE the 

right to become children of God.”  It is a gift to all who come to Jesus. It does not depend on 

our background; it doesn’t depend on our physical or mental ability. It doesn’t depend on our 

age. Neither is it a perishable gift, like the gifts the Magi brought.  It is imperishable, a gift 

that will never fade or fail, and will out-live us in this world.  
 

Yes, God has placed within each of us, enormous potential, a great gift, the gift to become.  

So, as we begin this New Year, let us daily unwrap this gift and grow into the realization that 

as heirs to the throne, we will desire to grow more like Jesus.  That day by day we resolve to 

see Him more clearly, love Him more dearly and follow Him more nearly.  Him, the one who 

psalm 147 says:  ‘builds up; gathers, heals; binds up; determines; and calls by name. The one 

who is great; mighty; understanding; sustaining; Who casts, covers; supplies; makes; 

provides; strengthens; blesses; grants, satisfies; sends; commands; spreads; scatters; hurls; 

melts; stirs; reveals, and decrees’.  The one true God, Father Son and Holy Spirit who has 

predestined us.  Chosen us in love, before the beginning of time.   
 

Therefore, go forth into this New Year aware of whose you are, and to whom you belong 

and, where change is needed, change it into Christ’s own, for the sake of his beloved, and the 

world he loves so much and came to save. 


