
2022 Epiphany 2 January 16th. 
 
As a former diocesan bishop I am very much aware, like the servants at the wedding in Cana of 
Galilee, that the wine, the fruitful effect of the Church here in the western world is in danger of 
running out.  And so, as a Church in the west we are being challenged to radically re think the 
way the church operates.  To examine the parish system that has sustained us for many 
centuries and to think and pray about what it is that God is calling us too.  For, as Einstein is 
attributed to say, “Insanity is doing the same thing over and over and expecting different 
results.” We would be wise to follow Mary’s words in the gospel today and listen to Jesus and 
do what he says and attend to ministries that help churches to grow.   
 
First let us consider today’s gospel, John 2:1-11, and subsequent verses in John that, I believe, 
hold a key to fruitful ministry.  For example, I have for some time pondered, why, in the highly 
symbolic gospel of John, the writer should mention six water jars (John 2:6).  Was the number 
six significant?    
Could it be, that if our fruitful effect on society is giving out, that John is saying listen to what 
the Spirit is telling you.  Is John alluding to six fruitful ways in which a church could change 
things around – change that will help us serve the best wine in these last days, - change that will 
help build God’s kingdom in this place?    I believe he is and I have certainly seen growth in 
churches that have attended to these main emphases.    
 
Unlike any other miracle in the gospels, the Cana miracle is referenced twice, both in today’s 
reading and again in John 4:46.  I believe that the six water jars can be found, within these 
chapters.  So you may want to study chapters 2-4 in your Bibles at home to check it 
out.   (Handout) 
I believe the first of the stone water jars, is one that bears the label ‘work together’ in every 
member ministry ‘doing what Jesus tells you’ – John 2:6-7.   Now this might sound obvious and 
you do work very well together in this church.  But are we working together, in every member 
ministry, utilising our respective God given gifts, as St Paul alludes to in the 2nd reading from 1 
Cor 12:1-11, and focussing them on what matters most. God’s mission.   
 
The wine of God’s Kingdom comes from the good fruit off His vine of which we are all 
branches.  I believe that, like with the servants in today’s reading, as we do whatever Jesus tells 
us,  1sharing the God given gifts that we have been given, people will begin to taste and see 
that the Lord is good and God’s Kingdom will grow.  And the promise is that the best is yet to 
come 
 
The second stone jar that I believe Jesus is saying pour water into is ‘My house shall be a house 
of prayer not a market place’ Jn 2:12-25. It has it’s parallel in the next section in John’s gospel, 
‘The clearing of the Temple’.  As a church we are not to be a market place, a busy hustle bustle 
place always trying to make money trying to keep the ship afloat… ‘My house is to be a house 
of prayer’ Jesus said.   ‘Equal generosity’ in both prayer and money should fill to the brim, the 
jar need of God’s Church, to provide for both its general expenses of buildings and for its 
mission and ministry.  Fundraisers should be just that, for fun, and for special causes.      



If our prayer and givings are right, we will be free to be who we are called to be – a lighthouse 
in this world and not a work house and as in the Psalm today people will be able to feast on the 
abundance of God’s house. 
 
The third stone jar that Jesus says pour water into is marked ‘seek new birth and spiritual 
growth’.   In John 3:1-21, we hear Jesus saying to Nicodemus that he must be born again.   That 
he be born into the leadings of the Holy Spirit and to grow in spiritual maturity.  All of us, need 
to be open to share our faith, and to grow in faith through prayer, evangelism, Bible study and 
focussed discipleship events. To learn more about our Lord and how to apply and live out his 
teachings in our lives.  This emphasis on discipleship has contributed to the exponential growth 
in many areas of the Anglican Communion where they are not just planting churches, but 
dioceses and provinces as well.  I was therefore pleased to discover this week that the SEC is 
planning a 5 year emphasis on discipleship starting 8th January next year. On April 9th I am also 
planning the first of a series of special teaching days. 
The fourth stone jar that Jesus says pour water into is marked ‘Focus on Christ and Give the 
glory to God’ – Servant Leadership John 3:22-36.    Again like in today’s gospel and in the 
reading from Isaiah, we find another passage with marriage - 2bride and bridegroom - 
language.  When we open up to God – when we begin to move in the power of His Spirit – 
when the church is growing and we get to that place where we may be tempted to think, 
‘aren’t we doing well!’ or ‘isn’t such and such the best!’   Or, conversely, when we are tempted 
to covetousness when the church, or minister, across the neighbouring Loch is doing wonderful 
things. John 3:22 and the following verses warn of the need to give God the glory.  ‘John the 
Baptist said, ‘I am not the Christ!  He must become greater and I must become less’.  As such 
we would do well to remember at all times, whom we are not, and to whom we are to give our 
allegiance too.  To be servant leaders and the bishop, the servant of the servants of God 
 
The fifth stone jar that Jesus says pour water into is marked ‘All are welcome to drink’ John 4:1-
42–  In chapter 4 Jesus meets the Samaritan woman at the well.  Verse 4:9  makes it clear that 
Jews did not associate with Samaritans.  But Jesus, contrary to the prejudices of the day clearly 
indicates that the drink he gives, is for everyone. None are to be excluded.  As he was gracious 
to all he met, so must we be.  Every person who steps through the door of this church, young or 
old, rich or poor, privileged or not, and every person, that we meet at the wells ‘for outsiders’ 
be it, in the street, mall or restaurant, are to be treated with the same grace, love and 
compassion that we see in Jesus otherwise our wine     2 will be vinegar’d and the water we put 
in the jar contaminated, and it will disgust and repel the person we reach out too. There is a 
saying that people will not care what we know until they know how much we care.  All are 
welcome to feast on the abundance of, and drink from, the rivers of, God’s delight (Psalm 36:8). 
 
The sixth and final stone jar that Jesus says pour water into is marked ‘be open to the 
miraculous, believe and heal my people’ – John 4:43-5:15  I suggest the jar of signs and 
wonders concludes the six jars.  Because in this chapter (John 4:46) he references the return of 
Jesus to Cana.   And second because the passage ends, as it began in chapter 2 with a miracle. 
Thereby concluding the section.   



This last jar implies, and carries with it, an imperative that we be a believing church – believing 
that God can do more than we can ask or imagine. And that we provide every opportunity to 
pour out God’s grace of healing and forgiveness, in abundance, through prayer, loving outreach 
and pastoral engagement. 
So, are there six water jars in John’s gospel? Are there six emphases of ministry that we as a 
church should pour the water of our lives, our sweat, and our prayerful tears into?  One thing is 
clear, and it is a revelation central to the Gospel itself: God, in Christ, does not will to manifest 
his grace and power alone, but rather together with the humanity he has come to transform 
and redeem. The work of the Gospel, is collaborative and collegial, with each of us mutually 
participating in God's work of healing and salvation.  So notice, at the very least, how this 
miracle at Cana unfolds. The hosts have run out of wine - essential for the feast - and they don't 
even know it yet. But Mary notices, and calls upon Jesus to respond. There is no big show made 
of the fact, or any public shaming, but grace is called for and is poured out into those stone jars. 
 
Mary was there with Jesus at Cana. Today, you and I are with Jesus, in this time and place. Like 
his mother, may we have our eyes and hearts open and attentive to the empty jars of our day 
that need to be filled. And may each of us embrace together our respective vocations, to be 
coworkers with God in Christ, as we bring God's grace to birth for all who need it.  So that, as 
Isaiah 62:4-5 says, ‘people shall no more be termed Forsaken, nor our land termed Desolate, for 
the Lord, the bridegroom’s, delight will be with us’. 


