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Every once in a while, you run across something in a magazine that feeds your 

spirit.  The story I read, speaks to our lessons today and it relates to a legendary town of 

the Old West, USA.  In the late 1870s, miners discovered silver in the Dragoon 

Mountains of Arizona.  And an area that had once been desert wasteland suddenly 

became the bustling mining town of Tombstone---so named because the first miner to 

explore the site had been warned that all he would find there was his own 

tombstone.  Like any place primarily populated by men, it was a rough community, and 

the streets of downtown Tombstone were soon lined with saloons and gambling 

halls.  But one newcomer wrote these incredible words, “Still there is hope, for I know of 

two Bibles in town” Such faith and so optimistic that Tombstone would one day become 

a civilized community all because of the presence of two Bibles. Does any other book on 

earth have such power?   
 

In a former parish a retired Doctor shared with me how, from a child, he had always 

wanted to work with lepers. He went through medical school and began to specialize but 

soon contracted a tropical disease and had to go to a specialist hospital in London.  There, 

whilst depressed and doubting his childhood vocational dream, he a Jew, walked into the 

hospital chapel and picked up a Bible. He had never read the NT and the first verse he 

came to was Luke 9:62“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 

service in the kingdom of God”.  It was the jolt he needed.  He said, each verse he read 

afterwards was like God speaking to him.  After a long stay, he left the hospital healed 

and convinced of a savior in Jesus Christ. Then gave almost 50 years of service to the 

Leprosy Mission witnessing many miracles with each year that past and just before he 

retired, a cure.   
 

In 1977, at the height of the Cold War, Anatoly Shcharansky, a brilliant young Russian 

mathematician and chess player, was arrested by the KGB for his repeated attempts to 

emigrate to Israel.  He spent thirteen years inside the Soviet Gulag.  What kept him going 

was that from morning to evening Shcharansky read and studied all 150 psalms (in 

Hebrew) and in doing so found his initial feelings of great loss and sorrow change to one 

of bright hope.   
 

The OT lesson from Nehemiah today paints one of the most vivid images of the power of 

God’s Word in people’s lives. Now, granted, the Israelites had been in exile for many 

years.  They had not heard or read the word of the Lord until that day that the priest Ezra 

brought the law before the assembly . . . He read . . . from early morning until midday . . . 

and all the ears of the people were attentive to the book of the law.” Then Ezra blessed 

the LORD, the great God, and all the people answered, ‘Amen, Amen,’ lifting up their 

hands.  And, all the people wept when they heard the words of the law.”   

This book, this most Holy Bible, that many take for granted, has been, and continues to 

be, a source of life, light and delight, to millions of people through the ages. A source of 

inspiration, first for the children of Abraham, and then for the followers of Jesus. 
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Almost 70 years ago at her coronation service, the Archbishop of Canterbury and 

the Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, receiving the Bible 

from the Dean of Westminster, presented it to the new Queen, the Archbishop 

saying these words:  ‘Our gracious Queen: to keep your Majesty ever mindful of the 

law and the Gospel of God as the Rule for the whole life and government of Christian 

Princes, we present you with this Book, the most valuable thing that this world 

affords’. And the Moderator then continued saying: ‘Here is Wisdom; This is the royal 

Law; These are the lively Oracles of God.’  Of all the gifts and crowns the Queen 

received that day she was presented with the Bible…. ‘The most valuable thing that 

this world affords’.  It is indeed a most Holy Book, the product of living encounters of 

real people with the eternal God whose lives were changed and to this day continue to 

change.  Let’s look at one more example.   
 

Jürgen Moltmann is perhaps one of the most influential theologians of our time. Born in 

Hamburg, Germany in 1926. His German upbringing was thoroughly secular.  

At sixteen, he idolized Albert Einstein, and anticipated studying mathematics at 

university. He took his entrance exam to proceed with his education, but was drafted into 

military service in 1944 and became a soldier in the German army under the Nazis. 

Ordered to the front lines, he surrendered in 1945 to the first British soldier he met. For 

the next few years (1945-48), he was confined as a prisoner of war and moved from camp 

to camp, first in Belgium, then Kilmarnock, Scotland, then in 1946, to a village near 

Nottingham.  Moltmann had lost all hope and confidence in the German culture because 

of the horrific death camps at Auschwitz and Buchenwald. His remorse was so great, he 

often felt he would have rather died with many of his comrades than live to face what his 

nation had done. He was a thoroughly broken man.  Then, one day, an American chaplain 

handed him an English New Testament and Psalms. Fortunately, Moltmann knew just 

enough English to make some sense out it and there in the prison camp, under the 

influence of this New Testament he became a disciple of Jesus Christ. He would later 

sum it up like this, “I didn’t find Christ, he found me.”  After his release in 1948, 

Moltmann abandoned his field of physics and went on to study theology and to this day 

Jurgen Moltmann carries that New Testament with him as a reminder of what God can do 

through his word.   
 

And it is in this Bible, in that same New Testament  that we read of Jesus reading from 

the scroll of Isaiah to the people of Nazareth. All eyes were fixed on him as he 

proclaimed that the Spirit of the Lord was upon him and had anointed him to proclaim a 

different jubilee, the year of the Lord’s favour. 

So, today, in your hearing, I want to encourage you, to engage afresh with God in His 

Holy word.  Many are helped with this task by studying Scripture together.  “Whenever 

two or more are gathered together in my name’, Jesus said, ‘there am I also.”  So speak to 

me if you would be interested in a Bible Study group.  At the very least, I pray that this 
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year be a year we discover afresh, the living Christ in the sacred pages of Scripture, and 

that in our daily reading and study, led by Christ’s Holy Spirit, we will be shaped into the 

people God intends us to be.  For, as the body of Christ, that St Paul spoke about, the 

Spirit of God is upon us and he has anointed us to…..  …..  …..   

I will let you fill in the blanks. 


