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Sermon - St Ninian’s Glen Urquhart - Epiphany 5  

6th February, 2022 

Rt Rev Rob Hardwick 

 

Many years ago, the great sailor, Sir Francis Drake, was attempting to recruit a number of young men 

for an upcoming exploration. He told them that if they came with him they would see some of the most 

amazing things their eyes could ever behold: sandy white beaches, juicy fruits, foreign peoples, 

priceless treasures, and gorgeous landscapes… Not one of them enlisted for the journey. The next day 

a different group came out. Drake told them that if they came with him they would encounter storms 

that would terrify them to tears. Tiger winds would hammer them and blow them off course for 

months. Water would often be scarce. At times they would be so thirsty that their very souls would cry 

out for simply one drop of water. In short, danger would be their constant companion... Every single 

one of them joined Drake that day, some did not even go home to say goodbye to their families, they 

just boarded the boat eager for the journey. The difference in these two groups, was the message.   

The first spoke of rewards; the second spoke of challenges. The first offered comfort; the second 

promised hardship. The first tempted them with things; the second seduced them with an experience 

unlike any other. 
 

Now life changing opportunities like these do not often occur in life? Most of us get up each day and 

do as we have always done. We gather together, prepare our nets, row our boats close to the shore, cast 

into the waters and hope for a catch worth our efforts. But even when we are generally content, we still 

find ourselves asking, “Is this it? Isn’t there more to life than this?  Peter, James, and John were no 

different to you and me. They lived paycheck-to-paycheck, day-to-day. With one question dominating 

their lives: Where are the fish today? 
 

On a particular night the fish were nowhere to be found.  Enter, Jesus. “Put out into deep water”, in 

other words, don’t sail close to the shore, go further than you feel safe “and let down the nets for a 

catch”. Peter’s response, like anyone who has worked hard for little or no reward, “Master, we’ve 

worked all night and haven’t caught anything”. (We’ve tried that, it won’t work) But Peter eventually 

said, ‘but if you want, we will let down the nets.” What happened next was a miracle. Where once 

there was no fish, now there were so many they had to call for a second boat to handle the load, and the 

number of fish nearly sank both of them.  
 

Peter’s reaction was to fall on his knees and say, “Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man.” Just 

like Isaiah’s reaction when in the presence of God, “Woe is me for I am a man of unclean lips.” … 

And when a young Princess Elizabeth entered Westminster Abbey I am sure she felt the same. Because 

the closer we get to God and to His call, the more our sinfulness and inadequacy is obvious to us.   

Falling to their knees Peter, Isaiah, Paul, Elizabeth and many others, myself included, have pleaded, go 

away.  But Jesus did not go; instead, he extended an invitation and lives were never the same again. 
 

They said yes because Jesus offered them a change and a challenge: ‘Come with me and I will make 

you … … ...  (you can fill in the dots). Christian discipleship is a challenge. Don’t let anyone convince 

you otherwise.  The world thinks Christians are naïve, ‘do-gooders’ who need a crutch. They have the 

impression, that Jesus is going to solve all our problems and that life will be full of sandy white 

beaches, juicy fruits, foreign peoples, priceless treasures, and gorgeous landscapes. They forget that 

our Lord died on a cross. That His first followers were persecuted and martyred. That Paul for 

example, was imprisoned, flogged, whipped, beaten, stoned, shipwrecked, robbed, betrayed, hungry, 

thirsty, cold, naked and like many others, martyred.  
 

The Christian life can be hard. We know we shall suffer in this life, and sometimes for the sake of the 

Gospel. So why do we do it?    
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Author Robert Fulghum, tells a story of Alexander Papaderos, a doctor of philosophy, who worked for 

years trying to bring peace to the divided countries of Europe after WWII. His motivation for doing so 

stemmed from his childhood and an odd event which took place. He said, "during the war we were 

poor and lived in a remote village. One day, on the road, I found the broken pieces of a mirror from a 

German motorcycle that had been wrecked. I kept the largest piece. By scratching it on a stone, I made 

it round and began to play with it as a toy. I became fascinated by the fact that I could reflect light into 

dark places where the sun would never shine - in deep holes and crevices and dark closets.   It became 

a game to get light into the most inaccessible places. As I matured, I grew to understand that this was a 

metaphor for what I might do with my life. That I am not the light or the source of light. The light or 

truth is there, and will shine in many dark places but only if I reflect it."   

He concluded: "I am a fragment of a mirror. With what I have, I can reflect light into the dark places of 

the world...and change some things in some people. Perhaps others may see and do likewise." 
 

A beautiful childhood Godly happenstance inspired and encouraged Alexander to keep going and to 

keep faith, even through much hostility, hurt and harm.  
 

Early one morning Peter, James and John were washing their nets, discouraged and empty handed. In 

their darkness, the light of the world came and shone His light on where the fish were. After the catch 

of their life, Jesus tells them, not to be afraid, they will continue to fish but their tackle will have to be 

adapted. Their boats will need to be shored and exchanged for sandals. The open waters replaced by 

the open road. Their nets cast aside for the Word. And fish of the sea will no longer be their goal, but 

people.   
 

70 years ago, whilst grief stricken over the death of her father, a challenge was given to a young 

Elizabeth – to put out into deep water.  To go where God was sending.  There have been many times 

when her boat has been close to sinking but she has proved to be a Monarch of incredible faith, one 

who yes, knows her need of God, one well aware of her own failings, yet one who has been a great 

ambassador of the Lord and faithful in living out her calling.  And on this day that we celebrate her 

accession, we also note the Lord’s accession call upon Isaiah and those first disciples, upon Paul, 

Alexander, our own Ninian, and so many through the ages.  Men and women who together with 

Elizabeth have given their lives to the call of God.  We are inspired by their courage and their 

faithfulness, and though personally aware of their own inadequacies,  we thank God that they rose to 

the challenge, and with fortitude stepped out in faith, and even under much hardship accomplished 

more than they could ever have asked, imagined or dreamed of.  May we prove to be as faithful! 
 

 

Disturb us, oh Lord, when we are too well-pleased with ourselves; 

when our dreams have come true because we dream too little; 

when we arrive safely because we sailed too close to the shore. 

Disturb us, oh Lord, when with the abundance of things we possess 

we have lost our thirst for the waters of life; 

having fallen in love with life we have ceased to dream of eternity; 

and in our efforts to build a new earth 

we have allowed our vision of the new heaven to dim. 

Disturb us, oh Lord, to dare more boldly; 

to venture on wider seas, where storms will show Your mastery; 

where losing sight of the land we shall find the stars. 

We ask you to push back the horizons of our hopes 

and to push us in the future in strength, courage, hope and love. 

We ask that in the name of our Captain who is Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 

A prayer of Sir Francis Drake- 1557 


