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Epiphany 5 2022 February 13th 

 

The Christian writer, Henri Nouwen, tells of a visit to an orphanage in El Salvador. As he 

walked through the orphanage gates the children ran to him, and so desperate were they 

for a loving human embrace or touch, they began to fight one another as they neared him.  

Each wanted him just for themselves.  But are we any different?  For in all of us there is a 

desperate desire to be loved and to love.  
 

Deep down, every human being craves the attention and love of others, like those 

children in the orphanage, but sadly many have learned through the years to subdue their 

desire, to control it and to be selective with it.  It’s a defence mechanism which can lead 

to further suffering, cold heartedness and loneliness.   
 

Hans Gutter once wrote, ‘light, light what we need is more light in these dark times’.  Yes 

we do!  But a particular light, the light that brings warmth to our sometimes dark, frosty 

and lonely world! -   How I pray that a particular global warming would become a reality.  

Not the atmospheric global warming which is a great threat to us all, but a global 

warming in the hearts of all people.  That we would become the open, innocent and 

loving people God has created us to be, and not just loving to a selective few on a 

particular day.  Indeed, Jesus says, “if you love your brother what credit is that, even the 

devils own do that, but I say love your enemies, love those you don’t like, love those you 

have fallen out with, love those who have hurt you, ridiculed you, embarrassed you or 

persecuted you”.   
 

Like Jesus, and St Valentine, we are called to risk the hurt and the rejection, and even 

give our lives to reach out and share the love for which we were made.  

If we don’t, this cold dark world will implode and die in hurt, hunger and even 

annihilation.  Perhaps even worse than non-adherence to the Kyoto or Glasgow accords, 

for the toxins we have taken in; the bitterness; anger; hurt; and lack of love, will continue 

to stew in a vat of bile deep within us; bile that left untreated, will destroy the quality of 

life of everyone. 
 

So, what is our call, in light of the world’s power mongers, global unfairness and the 

selective love imbalance that exists?  How do we live and encourage others into a 

corrective way to life, in all its fulness? 
 

The Beatitudes in the Gospel reading today describes the blessed and outlines a path to 

blessedness. As do the lives and example of many saints like Valentine.  One recent 

saint’s loving example is a particular, and ever-present challenge to me, and I’m not 

alone, for many people have been drawn or challenged to follow the selfless example of 

Mother Teresa.  Many asked for example, if they could join her in Calcutta.   

Her reply was often, ‘Stay where you are.  Find your own Calcutta there.  Find the sick, 

the suffering and the lonely, right where you are, in your own homes, in your own 
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families, in your workplaces, neighbourhoods and schools.  Find people who are 

unwanted, unloved, uncared for, those rejected by society – completely forgotten, 

completely left alone’.  Jesus came for such as these, and blessed are they. 
 

Some say this kind of heart based, loving and responsive societal change is mission 

impossible, especially with inflation on the rise, power and food bills increasing, social 

and medical care at a critical level, the threat of wars, and so many starving or refugees in 

the world.  The need is so great and we so few?  Valentine, Teresa and Jesus proved, it 

only takes one to truly make a difference  
 

An example was shared here of one person making a difference!  
 

You as a congregation have just made a life over death difference to 3 families in 

Afghanistan.  The recent combined donations of £333 will provide specially insulated 

tents for 3 families. Tents, that with other people’s generosity, will help many of the 

poorest and at-risk people in that nation survive this and subsequent winters.  Thank you. 
 

Together with Christ, and in the love of Christ, nothing is impossible.  I pray that, versed 

as we are in word and sacrament, our combined words and actions, will continue to be as 

a sacrament to all here in these Glens and Straths and to people around the world.  For all 

in this church. All in the towns, villages, farms and secluded estates where we live, and 

those far and wide were made in God’s love, for love, to be loved and to love.  This is 

God’s will!   
 

So, people of God. People whose trust is in the Lord. You that Jeremiah (17:8-9) and the 

Psalmist (1:3) today say are like trees planted by water, people who do not cease to bear 

fruit, do not forget to give someone a hug or give your help today.  
 

Show people that you care and love them, especially those outcast by our society; the 

poor; the lonely; the struggling; and the inward dis-eased; all who think they are beyond 

love, even your enemies. And, as you are blessed in love, bless all you meet, that all may 

find and know our Saviour’s love and a great Valentine’s gift for the world God loves so 

much.  


