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In life, moments occur that are incomprehensible: world wars; the outbreak of war in the Ukraine; the loss 

of a loved one; events like 911. Events that leave us stunned, helpless, unprepared and grief stricken. 

Equally incomprehensible are those moments like the birth of a baby; a wedding day; the views in the 

Glens, Monroes and coastlands. Deep Valley and Mountain top life experiences, good and bad, 

overwhelm us and we are never ready for either. They arrive unannounced changing us in irreversible 

ways. And they demand that we be silenced by them. Often though, our response is like that of Peter, 

babbling absurdities on the top of Mt Carmel because we cannot understand the significance of the 

moment. Like the person in the hush of a secluded Monroe saying “Wow isn’t it quiet”.  Or when we are 

caught up in the holy moments or the evil ones, we are too quick to react and do something that we later 

regret.    
 

When Peter finally stopped talking a cloud appeared, enveloping them, and the voice of God said to Peter, 

James, and John: “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to Him!”   That’s it! Short, sweet and to the 

point! What Peter said and suggested made no sense. What God said has a mountain of meaning. So let’s 

look at the first phrase:.  This is my Son. 
 

There have been many big events and many great men and women in the history of the world and of 

Israel: the Exodus, Moses, Elijah, the Ten Commandments, David anointed king, the return from exile in 

Babylon. But none were bigger or greater than this. This was God revealed in the first person. Incarnate. 

In the flesh and the Spirit. God, the Son, revealed before their eyes and ears.  This moment, on a 

Mountain top, to a select few, was the fulfillment of all past events. The culmination of the ages.  The 

disciples were seeing and hearing from heaven itself.  And God said, ‘This is my Son, whom I love’.    
 

You can travel the pages of biblical and world history and find all whom God loved. Many were mighty 

in the Lord. But none like Jesus Christ. This is my Son, whom I love’. That is why we are to Listen to 

Him’. But I suppose this is where most of the problems exist. Most of the pain in this world is due to 

people’s unwillingness to listen, and to set aside their own agendas, let alone listen to God.   

 

Yet, if we were to listen, we may just hear Jesus say, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you; not 

as the world gives, give I unto you.  Let not your hearts be troubled, or afraid” (John 14:27). How the 

world needs to hear that.  How the people of Ukraine need to hear those words. How we need to hear that. 

To hear and receive the peace that sustains, the peace that drives out fear, and the peace that brings the 

courage to speak truth to power and to fight valiantly against evil.   
 

Listening demands understanding. Listening challenges our perceptions. It’s costly to listen to others. It’s 

costly to listen to God, the Father, as Jesus knows too well “Yet not my will but yours” he prayed.  But 

when we listen and then act on what we have heard Mountains move and miracles happen.  
 

Let me give you one such example.  On September 20, 1989 in the city of Pretoria, South Africa   F. W. 

de Klerk was inaugurated President of South Africa. Unlike leaders of many other nations, de Klerk 

regularly went to church. So, no one in South Africa was surprised that, on the day of his inauguration, he 

invited his pastor, a white man named Pieter Bingle, to lead a worship service in Pretoria. Everybody 

gathered. The people sang familiar hymns. They prayed well-polished prayers. Then Pastor Bingle stood 

up in the pulpit to speak. He based his sermon on the 23rd chapter of Jeremiah. As Bingle spoke, he said, 

"Mr. de Klerk, as our new President, you are standing in the council chamber of God. God is calling you 
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to do his will. Today God calls you to serve as the President of South Africa. His commission is not to 

serve as the President of some of the people, but as the President of all the people of South Africa."   

By the benediction, de Klerk was weeping. He called his family and friends together and said, "Pray for 

me. God has told me what I must do. And if I do it, I will be rejected by my own people.  Pray for me, 

that I might do the will of God." Soon thereafter, de Klerk took steps to release Nelson Mandela. Then he 

began to negotiate with the African National Congress and worked to dismantle the system of apartheid.  

The rest, they say, is history.  It happened because somebody ‘listened to Him’.  
 

So, what is the Lord saying to us?  What is he asking of us as individuals, as a church, and as a nation. 

Are we listening? What is God saying through the pandemic; through climate change; let alone the war in 

the Ukraine, and the threat to world peace?  The world is being shaken for sure.  Are we praying that the 

leaders of the nations will ‘listen to Him’.  Stories abound from the wars of the past of miraculous turning 

points as people prayed and leaders listened.  May we be so faithful. 
 

As we approach Lent I pray we make time to listen, to listen in the valleys and on the Mountain tops.  To 

spend time this Lent ‘being’ with the Lord and less time doing; building shelters and the like. To ‘listen’ 

this Lent so intently, that we even hear the Lord’s heartbeat, his heart beat of love for his world.  And in 

our listening, especially for the Ukraine, let us commit to pray especially that peace will prevail and that 

all evil intentions be thwarted. To pray for the authorities on every side, both those involved in the 

conflict and for those around the world seeking to respond. To pray that the people of Ukraine AND 

Russia might be free to live peaceful lives, and that the Churches and the peoples of those great nations 

will pursue godliness, holiness and peace.  
 

Intentionality in prayer is key here, even if it is for a few minutes every day.  It can be so easy to say we 

will pray.    Might I suggest that we set a daily reminder on our Smart phones, or at our meal times, to 

climb the Mountain with the Lord and to pray and to fast, if that is your discipline, for those in great need.  
 

Furthermore, as there is a great emerging humanitarian and deepening refugee crisis, in our listening may 

we also think about, ways we could contribute to reputable agencies who will be on the forefront of 

serving many of our sisters and brothers who will be in the greatest need.  
 

Finally, though these are turbulent times, in your listening and your interceding take heart, be not afraid, 

the same Jesus whose peace calmed the waters of creation, and the stormy seas, is the same Jesus today 

and will be forever, his peace will calm our storms too. His peace never fails.   So, do not fall into 

despair. Remember that God our Father is the Creator and King over all the nations. Psalm 2:4 says, 

‘When the nations conspire, the king in heaven laughs’. ‘And’ (Psalm 2:12) ‘it is He in whom we take 

refuge’ and to whom we commend all his saints in the midst of crisis.  


