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THE PARABLE OF THE FIG TREE   Lk.13:6-9.    

St Ninian’s - LENT 3 

 

In the middle of WWII on October 29, 1941 Winston Churchill delivered a short address at the Harrow 

School. And like the Ukraine at the moment, Britain had just come through some of its darkest days. 

But Churchill equal to the task said to the students:   "You cannot tell from appearances how things 

will go. Sometimes imagination makes things out far worse than they are; yet without imagination not 

much can be done.  Those people who are imaginative see many more dangers than perhaps exist; 

certainly, many more than will happen; but they must pray to be given extra courage to carry their 

imagination. But for everyone, surely, what we have gone through in this period - is the lesson: never 

give in, never give in, never, never, never, never-in nothing, great or small, large or petty - never give 

in except to convictions of honour and good sense.   Never yield to force; never yield to the apparently 

overwhelming might of the enemy.”  
 

In other words, irrespective of what life or the world sends our way, we are to challenge injustice, to 

stand firm in our faith, to never give in to evil, for love and justice will triumph, and wherever 

possible, to be peacemakers,  
 

Again, like the peoples of the Ukraine, Churchill continued, “We stood all alone a year ago, and to 

many countries, it seemed that our account was closed, we were finished. All this tradition of ours, our 

songs, our School history, this part of the history of this country, were gone, finished and liquidated…..  

Very different is the mood today. The Britain, other nations had drawn a sponge across her slate. But 

instead our country stood in the gap. There was no flinching and no thought of giving in; and by what 

seemed almost a miracle to those outside these Islands, though we ourselves never doubted it, we now 

find ourselves in a position where I say that we can be sure that we have only to persevere to conquer."       

Courageous and inspiring words for sure. 
 

Sadly, here we are again, this time in the Ukraine 75 years later.  C. E. M. Joad once said, "We have 

the powers of gods and we use them like irresponsible schoolboys."  When will we ever learn? It seems 

like we continue to live in a bizzare world of ‘do unto others what you like or, do unto others worse 

than they have done to you’ with countless innocents paying the cost for another’s sin.  It is to me 

unbelievable, inconceivable, illogical, that Russia, that proud country that has suffered and endured 

much through its history, is now inflicting the same atrocities on its neighbours  
 

Never was a generation entrusted with so much as ours and, never was there a generation so 

answerable to God.  With all that we have; individually, as a church, and as a nation and nations; with 

all the influence; all the technology; all the communications; the learning and all the wealth, still we 

fall short and fail to produce the good fruit God requires?  There is much to repent of, to change, and to 

pray about, for sure, as we view the fruitless and deadly infectious fig trees in God’s vineyard here on 

earth.  The parable of the barren fig tree makes it clear that though there may be another chance, we 

should not, and must not, take God’s free grace and mercy for granted. 
 

We are expected to yield fruit, and do all we can to encourage it.  We should also note that the parable 

of the barren fig tree is not simply an exhortation for individuals to repent of sin.  It was also a 

prophetic warning that Israel as a nation, in its privileged place in God’s vineyard, was courting 
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disaster from which even religious people would not be exempt.  The same is true for all nations today 

- there is no excuse for sin.  Personal and global repentance is needed now, before it is too late, so that 

we become the people; we become the church; we become the nation, and nations, God call us to be.  

‘Seek the Lord while he may be found’ Isaiah urges us in the first reading. ‘Let the wicked forsake their 

way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, 

and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.’  For, as Jesus clearly warns twice in today’s gospel, 

‘unless we repent, we will perish just as others have’. 
 

Are our souls, like the Psalmist pleads, ‘thirsting for the Lord’. Thirsting for the Lord’s nourishment in 

the dry and arid places of these times?  The Lenten call to prayer and repentance is urgent. The soil of 

the world is being shaken on many fronts, and for many reasons, and the consequences of our, and the 

world’s actions and inaction are clear. As they were in St Paul’s letter to the Corinthian’s. For if we 

refuse chance after chance, like some of those mentioned by Paul, if God's appeal and challenge come 

again, and again, in vain, the day will finally come, not when God has shut us out, but when 

humankind, by deliberate choice, have shut ourselves out.  God save us; God save His Church; God 

save the nations of the world, from that day!  
 

`Sir, let the fig tree alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.  If it bears fruit 

next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.'  Whilst we still have breath we have an 

opportunity to tend the soil, to nurture new life and to bring fruitfulness.  Though individually we may 

not be able to influence change on a global scale we can commit to nurture our own fruitfulness and to 

pray.  To pray for Ukraine. To pray for Russia. To pray for Putin and other war mongers, that unlike 

Pharaoh their hardened hearts may be turned. And if it doesn’t turn, to pray for the leaders of the 

nations, that they will have moral courage, and the spiritual wisdom to do what is right, to do justice, 

love mercy, and walk humbly with our God.   
 

Individually, we may not be able to effect change in our neighbours either, but we can put on the 

manure of God’s goodness – that we would be good neighbours and share of our abundance. To share 

our faith, our wealth, our food, our influence, our hospitality and our love, with those in desperate 

need. To be good stewards of creation? To achieve net zero. And to never give up working for peace 

and in taking a stand against evil in this troubled world?  
 

Perhaps the most searching question any of us can be asked is, "Of what use were we in this world? 

What did we contribute? For it is said that, a measure of a person is not their duration but their 

donation’.  We all came into being at the risk of our Mother’s life; and we would never have survived 

without the care of those who loved us. We have inherited a Christian civilization and a freedom which 

we did not create. Therefore, there is laid on us, the duty of handing things on – of handing things on, 

better than we found them.  "Die when I may," said Abraham Lincoln, "But I want it said of me that I 

plucked a weed and planted a flower wherever I thought a flower would grow."   

As I begin a new ministry here in Glen Urquhart, and as Lorraine and I begin to settle into a new life in 

this, ‘new to us’, nation of Scotland, we are very much aware that God has uprooted us and planted us 

here.  I give thanks to God for your fruitfulness, for the many ways that weeds are plucked and flowers 

are planted here. God bless you for your faithfulness. But we should never take our faith for granted. 

There is much planting and tilling, and much prayer and repenting to be done in these challenges and 

unsettling times.  And as we pray may we all listen to, and act upon what the Spirit of God is saying to 

us, to His Church, to our nation and to all nations this day.  God bless you! 


