
 1 

 

2022 Lent 5 April 3rd 
 

When comedian Yakov Smirnoff first arrived in the United States from Russia he was not prepared for 

the incredible variety of instant products available in the grocery stores. He said, "On my first shopping 

trip, I saw powdered milk--you just add water, and you get milk. Then I saw powdered orange juice--you 

just add water, and you get orange juice. And then I saw baby powder, and I thought wow what a 

country!" 
 

Smirnoff was joking but you know in our instant world we can make these assumptions, even about 

Christian Transformation—that people will change instantly at salvation. A quick fix for sin or for 

coming to faith. An immediate, substantive, in-depth, miraculous and permanent change in habits, 

attitudes, and character.  Powdered Christians just add water at baptism.  We forget disciples are re-born, 

nurtured, challenged, reshaped and matured. There is no powder. On average people take up to four years 

of questioning, trying, and examining before they come to a profession of faith.  And even after Saul of 

Tarsus’ miraculous conversion the Lord led him to the wilderness for 3 years to nurture his new found 

faith.  
 

Christians are shaped and strengthened through many trials, suffering, mistakes and temptations. And like 

with the Apostles and the Saints of old sometimes Christians and churches can get terribly out of TUNE.  

It is tragic when this happens as we have heard in the apology of Pope Francis to the First Nations people 

in Canada this week.   

Sometimes a church becomes a political base rather than an evangelistic force.  

Sometimes it has sought to substitute coercion for conversion.  Sometimes a church or individual debates 

doctrine night and day, and forgets that we all see "through a glass dimly."  

Sometimes an individual or a church will set limits on the providence of God. ‘We can’t possibly do 

that!’ rather than being in a state of prayerful expectation.  

And sometimes limits are set on how far the gospel goes and to whom.  
 

Lent, Holy Week and Easter draw us to define again who Jesus is and what his death and resurrection 

mean for us. And as we do this, we must focus on getting in TUNE with his mission for our lives.  It is 

literally a matter of life or death. Contract and pull in or build a high wall, and you will get out of TUNE. 

For, a church or individual that lives to itself will die by itself.  
 

In the gospel today, we read the account of Jesus having supper with his friends Lazarus, Mary and 

Martha.  Lazarus recently raised from the dead, was hosting a thank you meal.  He had realized the joy of 

new life, and was thanking God for every moment and bearing testimony to what Jesus had done for him, 

even though the Pharisees were threatening to kill him if he continued to witness his new faith.  Lazarus 

was in tune – in tune with an awesome God who can do more than we can ask or imagine and he wanted 

the whole world to know – for all else paled to insignificance compared to the glory that had been 

revealed to him.   
 

Martha was serving the meal again, but this time there was no complaining, this time no rebuke from 

Jesus, for Martha now served willingly, lovingly – she had learned her lesson, she was now in tune, she 

was transformed and her service now was to the Lord - her service had become worship and her worship 

resulted in Godly service. 
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Mary was also in tune.  Now, she did not just sit at the feet of Jesus soaking in every last bit of teaching 

without applying that teaching in her life.  Remember when Lazarus died?  She was distraught - at home 

– her world had caved in and she, the one who had lapped up so much of the Lord’s teaching, had failed 

to let that teaching go deep into her understanding.  Seeing her brother come back to live changed all that 

– now she knew – not just fancy ideas - now she knew deep down in her gut who Jesus was and that God 

truly loved her.  And now we see her not just sitting at Jesus’ feet – no, she gives her all – she is in tune 

and applies worship to her understanding, anointing Jesus’ feet, anointing the very feet she had sat at for 

years, and dries them with her hair. An act of sheer loving intimacy! 
 

Judas however, was not in tune, a critical spirit continued, along with a selfish trait that wanted things his 

way and profit by them.  Worshipping the god of mammon, rather that the God of love.  The 

extravagance of Mary was poison to his very soul. 
 

So, what about us?  Are we, or are we increasingly getting, in tune with God, like Lazarus, Martha or 

Mary? Or are we like Judas, critical about things and preferring things our own way and thinking water 

has been added so we are complete. 
 

Like a guitar, or any fine instrument made to inspire and praise, sometimes we can get out of tune and it 

is noticeable when this happens -  it is heard in our voices – it’s seen in our faces - and it is evident in our 

actions,  Lent is a reminder that we need to go to Jesus regularly for a check up, for Jesus is like a guitar 

tuner.  His life is the only standard we should attempt to live by.   
 

Interestingly, if my guitar is out of tune a red light comes on its tuner – The same is true for us – a red 

light, WARNING that to continue in a particular mode of behaviour will be harmful – harmful to 

ourselves and to others and will not result in the fullness of life that Jesus came to bring.   
 

In Lent especially, it is prudent for us to check for any red lights? The way out of a discordant lifestyle is 

to subject oneself to the loving hand of God.  To attend to our spiritual disciplines of prayer, study, 

worship, confession and action. That is why this coming Saturday’s study day and the services and 

readings of Holy Week are so important for all of us to engage in.  For they offer opportunities to 

examine and engage in the deep mysteries of our faith. And, like a guitar string, to be re-tuned, stretched 

across the frets of God’s love and mercy so that our lives begin to resonate with that of Jesus – to be in 

pitch with Him who is perfect pitch - with Him who is without sin, so that our sins can be taken away in 

the green light of His grace and forgiveness.   
 

But you might say this change is too difficult or impossible!  The breaking of sinful ways or selfish 

attitudes, may seem insurmountable, impossible even, but with a loving God and patient friends, 

encouraging us, keeping us accountable, it is more than possible.  And I can name person after person, 

after person, whose lives have changed like, Saul, Lazarus, Mary and Martha.  Lives that have burst into 

song to God’s glory and at times, mine included, been repeatedly re-tuned.  Thanks be to God.   

So don’t let the study day or the services of Holy Week go to waste.  Engage fully.  For in Isaiah (43:19-

21) we heard God promise, ‘I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? I 

will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert.  so that they might declare again my praise’. 


