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2022 Palm Sunday, 10th April 

 
A little boy was sick on Palm Sunday and stayed home from church with his mum. His dad returned from 

church. The little boy was curious and asked, "Dad, why do you have that palm branch?" "Well, when 

Jesus came into town, everyone waved Palm Branches to honour him, so we got Palm Branches today." 

The little boy replied, " Aw! The one Sunday I miss, Jesus shows up!" 

 

I wonder, if Jesus physically came here today what would he be like?’  

 

Now I’m going to show my age, but there’s a part of me that would like Jesus to be the - Hi ho Silver, 

away! The Lone Ranger kind of Saviour.  You know the kind,  ‘It was Palm Sunday and Jesus was 

coming into Jerusalem.  He was riding on a blazing white stallion and kicking up a cloud of dust as he 

rode into town to save them.  You see there were bad guys on the loose and the masked Jesus had a job to 

do. Galloping into Jerusalem he quickly sized up the situation and formed a plan to capture the 

ringleader of the troublemakers. Diablo, the devil.  There was a short scuffle and Jesus won.  He hog-tied 

the devil and threw him in jail.  As a large crowd of people gathered, Jesus mounted his horse and pulled 

on the reigns.  The stallion stood on its hind legs, neighed loudly, and pawed the air with its front legs.  

Then Jesus leaned forward in the saddle. Holding the reigns with one hand while lifting his hat in the air 

with the other, shouting, "Hi ho Silver – away”  And as Jesus rides off into the sunset, you hear that 

unmistakable William Tell Overture in the background   ……………. 
 

Kind of attractive view of Jesus, don’t you think?   Certainly, the Jews of Jesus day were expecting 

someone like that.   
 

But Jesus did not come to be "a mask wearing Lone Ranger”. He came to be ‘the mask-less Lone 

Saviour."  Who chose not to ride on a white stallion victorious, but on the foal of a donkey, self-

sacrificing.  Not what you would expect!  I mean it’s not an attractive image is it.  Which is probably why 

the shouts of Hosanna on Sunday turned to Crucify Him by Friday.  Jesus’ passive way was certainly not 

popular. Peace, not war -  Love, not hate – Forgiveness, not vengeance.  None of these things were 

attractive to the world of Jesus’ day, and neither are they attractive to many today. Because the Kingdom 

that Jesus came to establish still threatens the kingdoms of this world, even your kingdom, even mine – 

So in five days it all fell apart…   
 

One reason was that Jesus began to talk more and more about commitment. Another reason was that Jesus 

dared to suggest that all people are worth loving and dying for, especially the lame, the poor, the sick and 

the outcasts.    
 

A few years ago, an incident occurred during a young people’s Special Olympics. Nine children lined up 

for the 60-metre dash. The gun sounded and the race began.   A few yards into the race, one of the 

children fell and began to cry. For some reason these so-called ‘challenged’ children did not understand 

the world's concept of competition and getting ahead and taking advantage when a competitor was down. 

The other eight children stopped running and came back to their fallen comrade. A young girl with 

Down's syndrome kissed him and brushed him off. The children then lifted him up and together, arm in 

arm, they crossed the finish line. The spectators rose to their feet in applause. There was not ‘one’ winner 

that day, there were nine.  And for a fleeting moment these children enacted what the Kingdom of God is 

like and they challenged the world's concept that first place is everything and that ‘the survival of the 
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fittest’ is what it’s all about…  In the Kingdom race that we are in, everyone matters. Particularly those 

who have fallen, been ignored or despised.  Jesus opened the doors of the church to everyone. It angered 

people then, and it still angers people today. 
 

Finally, Jesus began to talk more and more about a cross. In the early part of his ministry Jesus talked 

about the Kingdom of God and everyone wanted to hear about that because they thought the kingdom of 

Israel would be restored to the days of King David; back to the ‘Hi–ho–silver– away’  glory days.  But 

Jesus increasingly began to talk about giving up His life for the sake of others. No.  No white stallion for 

Jesus that Palm Sunday, just a humble donkey… Just a creature that has borne the heavy loads of the 

human race for thousands of years. Just a humble, gentle peaceful creature that has the shape of a cross on 

its back. A creature that carried our Lord into Bethlehem, in the womb of Mary, and a creature that 

carried our Lord into Jerusalem.  And, sadly in neither city, was there found to be room for him.  
 

So, as we continue to learn the lessons of Holy Week.  Our call is not to be on white stallions of force, 

domination and oppressive rule, but the selfless, burden-bearing way of a donkey.  And, as the donkey 

had to be untied before Jesus could use it. So, we too must be released from worldly ways and our 

attachments to serve Christ and each other.  
 

A missionary in China once called herself "the Lord's donkey." A humble believer, "carrying" her Lord 

faithfully into town after town and training others to do likewise.  Without a doubt the Lord has need of 

many such "donkeys" in today's world, not so that we make an ass of ourselves, but to be humble people 

who will carry Jesus into our Bethlehems, Jerusalems and beyond, in order to make Him known and in 

hope that there be people who will make room in their hearts for Him. 


