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2022 Ascension May 29th 

 “Upon entering the city, they went back to where they had been gathering and” (Luke tells us) 

"they were of one accord and devoted themselves to prayer."  

This passage from Acts is the first picture we have of the Church.  It is the first mention of what the 

disciples did when Jesus was no longer with them. "They were of one accord and they devoted 

themselves to prayer."  

One can imagine the effect the Ascension must have had on those disciples! They had seen Jesus 

physically leave them. It was a time of joy and sadness. It was a time of uncertainty and hope. It 

was a time of faith and awe in what they had witnessed. ‘And lo I will be with you always’ Jesus 

said, ‘even to the end of the age’.  

There is a story that came out of Hollywood many years ago. A famous and handsome movie star 

checked into a hospital. As might be expected, all the nurses in the hospital were very attentive to 

his needs. One particular nurse was at his side nearly every time he moved.  

When the actor could take it no longer, he indicated that he would like to have a little time alone, 

and she said to him, "Sure but remember, if you need anything at all, all you need to do is pull this 

cord." The movie star gave an irresistible smile and said, "Thank you, but what is the cord attached 

to?" She just smiled back at him and said, "Why me, of course."  

The disciples witnessed Jesus’ascension into heaven, and yet, though physically apart, the Lord 

would remain connected to them through the coming Holy Spirit. It was that assurance and that 

sense of connection to Jesus, that gave them confidence and faith to face the future.   They may not 

have known what the future would hold for them, but they did know who held the future. And even 

in the face of persecution, suffering, imprisonment and martyrdom that was enough. Trusting in the 

promise that God would never leave them nor forsake them. 

It is said that the wife of Albert Einstein was once asked if she understood her husband's theory of 

relativity. She replied, "No, but I know my husband and I know that he can be trusted."  

The disciples knew that Jesus could be trusted with their lives and could be trusted with their future.  

When you and I face difficulties and troubles in life, when life deals us a "bum hand" or the future 

looks bleak and hopeless, we, like those disciples, need to hold on to Jesus' promise.  For the same 

Lord Jesus who welcomed the little children into his arms; the same Lord Jesus who healed the 

lepers and opened the eyes of the blind; the same Lord Jesus who offered himself up on the cross 

for our salvation now sits at the right hand of God the Father and rules over all things.  

That same Lord can be trusted with our days and his light will come into our darkness. His love will 

conquer evil, and death will be no more.  The disciples knew this. That's why they responded in one 

accord, and in prayer. And when you think about the diverse characters who made up that circle of 

disciples, that in itself is a minor miracle.  
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The experience of the cross had uncovered their weaknesses -- their shared failures to "buck up" and 

stand with Jesus in his hour of need - their betrayal and outright denial of Jesus in his hour of need – 

and that each, in their separating and fleeing proved they had little faith and could not stand on their 

own, and neither can we.  

In the 40 days that followed the resurrection Jesus' forgiveness of them, his understanding and 

acceptance of them, his willingness to receive, love and to teach them, had forged and welded them 

together into one accord. Into a unity that is a symbol of what the Church of Jesus Christ is to be.   

We need the Lord and we need each other.  And others; the poor, the hurting, and those struggling 

with their faith need us; those in Texas, those in South Sudan, Yemen and in the Ukraine need us.  

To help where we can through agencies like Christian Aid and the UN, by giving shelter to refugees 

and those who are displaced, and to uphold them in our prayers.  We believe what our creed says.  

Our Father is the prayer we pray, not my Father.  We are called to be in the Body of Christ, not 

separate limbs going our own way..  We would do well to remember that divide and conquer is the 

devil’s tactic. “Two are better than one” Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 says. “For if either falls, his 

companion can lift him up; but pity the one who falls without another to lift him up. Also, if two lie 

down together, they can keep warm; but how can one person alone keep warm? And if someone 

overpowers one person, two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not easily broken.”  

Solomon knew about the power of relationships. Jesus more so and we are to be braided together 

with Jesus, the Holy Spirit and with each other, in an unbreakable bond.  Let me give you an 

example. At 11:30 a.m. on this day, May 29, 1953, Edmund Hillary of New Zealand and Tenzing 

Norgay, a Sherpa of Nepal, become the first explorers to reach the summit of Mount Everest.  

During the climb Hillary slipped, lost his footing, and fell into a treacherous crevice.  Fortunately, 

Sir Edmund and the guide were tied together by a strong rope. The Nepalese guide pulled his friend 

inch by inch back to safety.  And later when Tensing was asked about this event he said, "Mountain 

climbers always help each other." There was a bond between them -- figuratively and literally.  

The same was true for the disciples after Jesus' ascension and the same is true for us in the Church 

today.  The bond we have in baptism binds us together – a bond that encourages us to support one 

another, to reach out to each other, to love one another – a bond that seeks to pull each other up 

higher and higher into God's presence, with the same acceptance, love and forgiveness we have 

received from God.  

There is no room in the Church for petty complaining, gossip, or hurtful criticism of one another. 

For when we do we damage the very bond that Jesus died to create within us.  And we end up 

cutting the rope that binds us to the Lord and to one another.  The disciples knew that. That lesson 

had been learned and now they returned to Jerusalem with joyful hearts, in one accord, and were 

devoted to prayer, and to one another. They didn't know what awaited them. But they knew that 

they would need each other. For Jesus had told them that they would be his witnesses in Jerusalem, 

Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the world. Witnesses in the same world that had arrested, beaten 

and persecuted Him. The same world that had crucified Him.  And the picture that we get of those 

disciples is one of joy. Imagine that!  Joyfully accepting Jesus' mission to take the Good News of 

salvation into all the world.  

That same call comes to us.  It is the call of the baptized to be his witnesses. Witnesses in word and 
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deed.  Witnesses who like the saints before us worship, support, nurture and encourage one another 

and who go out together into the world to witness in His name, recognizing as we do that God’s 

mission happens “where God is known, faith is grown and love is shown” So, people of God 

together we are to go into the world and make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 


