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Sermon Easter 5 - Bishop Rob Hardwick - 15th May, 2022 

 

Sometimes it’s difficult for Christians to get past the idea that those who have given themselves to the 

Lord should fair better than those who do not believe.  In other words, there ought to be some kind of 

return, for what we do for God, and for what we have given in our time, energy and money.  After all, in 

this "you get what you deserve" world, shouldn’t we Christians be rewarded with good health and spared 

the mishaps and worries that many experience in life?   
 

The theology of the prosperity gospel suggests, that if you are a true Christian things will go well for you, 

in nearly every area of your life. You will go from one blessing to another, because God will pamper you, 

rewarding you for your faithful discipleship.   
 

But for those who believe this, and even for some that don’t, when things don't work out that way; when 

health, wealth or success elude one’s reach; when bad things happen to good people; it can lead to one 

feeling punished, victimized, leading one to question God, the Bible, and question even yourself - Maybe 

I’m not doing what I’m supposed to be doing. Maybe I don't believe enough, amn't sincere enough. 

Perhaps I’m not good enough or not loved enough!   
 

But think about it, if God bowed to our whims and rewarded the religious, materially, in terms of the 

depth of their faith, yes, possibly we may see more worshippers, but it would also make it much easier for 

us to stand in judgment of one another. We could preach to the sick, like Job's so-called friends. We could 

pounce on the poor with self-righteous indignation and inform them that success follows on the heels of 

commitment to Jesus Christ; the better you are, the better God likes you, and the more you are given.  

What a hideous heresy, indeed a devilish temptation. Imagine, reducing God's amazing grace to a fickle 

favour. A favour which the Lord trickles into our lives in proportion to our faithfulness and/or how well 

we are behaving ourselves.  
 

Clearly the glory to which we are called is rooted not in our goodness but in God's faithfulness, and 

characterized not by power and success but by servanthood and abiding trust.  
 

Let's go to our gospel (John 13, 31 – 35) for this morning.  The setting is the upper room just prior to 

Jesus' arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane. Judas has just left to make preparations for his betrayal of 

Christ.  Our Lord then turns to the disciples and says, "Now the Son of Man's glory is revealed; now 

God's glory is revealed through him and he will do it at once," and from there Jesus goes out to be 

arrested like a common felon, to be publicly flogged and ridiculed, and finally, to be subjected to utter 

humiliation, as they hang him naked on a cross. Some glory! At first sight, what Jesus experienced is 

about as far from glory as you can get. Scary too, because according to the Bible, our way of being in the 

world is supposed to be like Christ. Indeed James 1:2 says 2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and 

sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because you know that the testing of your 

faith produces perseverance.  that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 
 

So, what is the true theology of glory? Let me give you an example: ‘A farm boy heard a commotion by 

the chicken coop. He ran and found a hen being savagely attacked by a large hawk. He picked up a stick 

and went to the hen's defense, but he was too late. As the hawk flew off, the hen collapsed. The boy 

looked sadly at the stricken hen wondering why the hen had not fled to the safety of the coop which was 

only a few feet away.  Then suddenly, from under the wings of the dead hen emerged four little chicks 

and on each was a mark of blood, the blood of the mother, love that sacrificed itself for their salvation’(1) 
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We, too, are a marked people.  Marked by the blood of the Lamb who was crucified for us and gave 

himself in sacrificial love that we might be saved and be set apart, to be like Him in this world! As the 

baptized people of God, it is not about us.  We are not to be gods; we, like Jesus have a calling to battle 

against sin, the world and the devil. We are to pray at all times and live the new commandment that Jesus 

calls us too in the Gospel this morning.  To live a life dependent on the Lord’s agape love, and a life 

willing to share His love, sustained by the one who will never leave us nor forsake us and the promise of 

an eternal home.  That place where God will wipe away every tear. That place where death and mourning 

and crying and pain will be no more. 
 

The glory of God is that he came to love and to give his life as a ransom for many, and it is our glory to 

love, to serve, and to give our lives like him. For in doing so we will find our fulfillment and our peace, 

both in our times of trial and in times of resurrection joy, as we share this precious life we have been 

given with the only one who gives the peace that passes all understanding, that peace that the world 

cannot give, in the Misseo Dei that he calls us too.  

 

1. Printed in The Clergy Journal from a sermon by C. Thomas Hilton. 


