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2022 Rogation Sunday, May 22nd 
 

This week we enter into Rogationtide. Historically, like Advent and Lent, Rogation has been a special 

time in the church’s year. Though, if it is celebrated at all these days, it is often restricted to Rogation 

Sunday. A day of celebration, often in rural communities, when farmers have their crops blessed by a 

priest and some churches 'beat the bounds'. A ceremony when parishioners walk around the boundary of 

their parish or charge, and pray for its protection in the forthcoming year. 
 

Traditionally Rogation Sunday marked the start of a three-week period of intense fasting and prayer 

passing through Ascenstiontide and Pentecost and ending on Trinity Sunday. A time so important, that 

along with Advent to the Sunday after Epiphany and the 3rd Sunday before Lent to the Sunday after 

Easter it called the faithful into an intensive time of fasting and prayer, to the extent that no weddings or 

other distractions were allowed.  Sadly, the liturgical calendar reforms adopted by the Second Vatican 

Council, in 1970, and by the Scottish Episcopal Church 1982, have contributed to the demise of 

Rogationtide, as they eliminated it from their revised calendars. Today is simply referred to as the Sixth 

Sunday of Easter.  Thankfully, as the Book of Common Prayer still includes Rogationtide, so the SEC 

still recognizes Rogationtide as an optional observance. 
 

I believe Rogation should be so much more than an optional observance.  Indeed I believe we neglect, or 

partially celebrate Rogationtide to our detriment and demise, in these climate changing, inflation 

increasing, war threatening and faith declining times.  So why is Rogationtide so important?  Well in a 

world where once people lived, or still live, hand to mouth; a world where God was, and is still, the first 

and last resort; a world that once knew, and still in some parts knows, the precarious balance of nature in 

a community’s survival, Rogation prayers for good crops, for health, protection, provision and for the 

power of the Holy Spirit to breathe through all creation were and are vital.  As the western world begins 

to fear and acknowledge the developing crisis of ever increasing inflation; the threat of a 30% reduction 

in world grain production; in the huge challenge of reduced levels of world gas and oil availability; with 

accelerating climate change heating up the world to intolerable levels; a world where disease spreads 

alarmingly quickly and a western world that has become indifferent, or knows not or refuses to 

acknowledge its need for our creator God, it is vital that Christians be called back to Rogation prayer, 

fasting and repentence for the sake of the world. 
 

The word Rogation comes from the Latin 'Rogare' which means ‘to ask’   Hence the choice of the Gospel 

reading today (Matthew 7).  The instruction, ‘to ask’, in Matthew 7, is written in its particular New 

Testament Greek tense of, now and continuing.. In other words, we are actually instructed by the Lord ‘to 

ask and keep on asking; to seek and to keep on seeking; to knock and to keep on knocking’.  Therefore, 

Rogationtide invites us to draw near to God and from now until Trinity Sunday to be continually calling 

out to the Lord through prayer, repentance and fasting, as we seek God’s favour to turn around the 

apocryphal challenges before the world. And to pray for fruitfulness not only in the blessing of our 

industry and agriculture round about but also for the fruitful growth that God’s Kingdom would come 

here ‘on earth as it is in heaven’, that many would come to faith and know Christ in their lives.  To be 

asking, to be seeking and to be knocking, like the persistant widow, so that our prayers and petitions 

might be heard and answered.  Doesn't the Bible remind us that we are to 'Call upon God while he can 

still be found?'.   
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So during these coming days and weeks, we are called to do just that. That God would open the heavens 

and breathe pentecostal life into the lives, the industries, the church and the world that we pray for.       

I don’t know about you, but I have witnessed the power of prayer, and it is sometimes scary as you see 

what seemed to be a mountain or obstacle you thought could not be moved, move before you – People 

you pray for coming to faith; peace descending on hostile life-threatening occasions and enemies turning 

away; childless couples having babies; people being healed or resuscitated from the grasp of death; or 

decisions by governments or councils suddenly overturned.  Jesus said to a disciple, “When you pray”, 

NOT if you pray.  When you pray, pray, “Our Father”. To pray to our Father who is more willing to 

answer our prayers than we are to pray. 
 

In 2014 I had the privilege to gather with 27 bishops, from all around the world.  It was a 12 day course 

for new bishops at Canterbury Cathedral in England - An amazing experience.  Each day we prayed, 

worshipped, studied and fellowshipped together. It was heartbreaking to hear the stories of persecution.  

Whilst I was there, a bishop from North India received news that a priest and his wife were stripped 

naked by a crowd of hindus and forced to ride a donkey through the streets of their city, mocking the 

Palm Sunday scripture. I heard stories of continued war and atrocities in South Sudan; of martyrdom 

(Papua New Guinea); of climate and medically related disasters - 6,000 dead in one diocese in Sierra 

Leone alone because of the ebola outbreak; stories of kidnap; radicalization in Nigeria and the mass 

exodus of so many displaced people seeking refuge in strange ‘to them’ lands.  Many tears were shed and 

many prayers said for sister and brother bishops on the front lines and for their churches in the turmoil the 

world finds itself.  And yet, like me, each bishop testified to answered prayers and the miraculous hand of 

God working in their midst.  At times our stories were like the testimony of Scripture in the Acts of the 

Apostles, that in the midst of such poverty, disease, persecution, indifference and trial, God’s powerful 

and all sufficient hand was at work and the church was growing at an exponential rate.  Like those in 

Colossians 2, it was being rooted and built up in Jesus Christ, established in the faith, abounding in 

thanksgiving and not taken captive through philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition.   

An Archdeacon friend in Chile shared with me awhile back that he was planting a church every other 

week. In the diocese of Muyinga, Burundi it is not uncommon to receive 400 people for confirmation.  In 

Malaysia, and other countries as soon as a new diocese has formed they begin with plans to form another 

diocese, such is the growth there. And recently the Anglican Communion has planted 4 more provinces.   

Over 86 million Episcopal Anglicans now, in 165 countries, in 42 provinces, all formed by Scripture; 

shaped by liturgy; ordered by doctrine; directed by mission; centered in prayer and episcopally led.   

And Key to many, if not all the amazing stories of God’s deliverance, miraculous provision, revivals, and 

church growth that I have heard, is prayer, and here in the western world we need to bow the knee again, 

repent and recognize that it is ‘Not by might, nor by power but by my Spirit says the Lord’. Jesus said, 

“My house shall be a house of prayer (Matt21). Amazing things happen when we pray and God never 

gives a snake when fish are needed, or a stone when bread is needed.  “Ask”, Jesus says, “and be asking, 

and it will be given you; So seek, and be seeking, and you will find; knock, and be knocking, and the door 

will be opened for you.  For everyone who asks, receives, and everyone who searches, finds, and for 

everyone who knocks, the door will be opened”. Rogationtide cannot, and must not, be an optional 

observance with quaint customs on a particular day.  Fast and pray for our world, Fast and pray for others 

and yourselves.  Pray, yes, for blessing on agriculture, industry, climate, the land and for peace, but fast 

and pray that people come to faith; that they come to know Christ and to make Him known, and that 

God’s Kingdom will come on earth here, and beyond, as it is in heaven,  
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Blessed are you, Creator of the universe. 

May the pastures be rich for grazing 

and the hills be clothed with joy; 

May the fields be covered with grain, 

and may we, with all creation, 

shout for joy and sing your praise 

as we bring in your harvest. 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

In the power of the Spirit.  Amen 

 


