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Sermon for Father’s Day – 2022 – Bishop Rob Hardwick 

The Scriptures today are full of loving parental imagery. In the OT reading we heard of 

God’s compassion and dogged refusal to leave Elijah, on his own, in the depths of his 

deep depression, remaining with Elijah until he is revived and renewed in mind, body and 

soul. In the Psalms we find the psalmist like Elijah equally troubled 43:5 ‘Why are you 

cast down, O my soul, and why are you disquieted within me?’ And through his prayerful 

refrain he is repeatedly drawn back to his heavenly parent in hope, assured by the 

knowledge that he will return to God’s holy hill and to God’s dwelling and there once 

more praise the one, who is his help and his God. In the Gospel we see the Lord full of 

compassion going to the other side of Galilee. To a place where even the outcasts don’t 

go, to bring a much troubled man, called legion, a long lost prodigal son, home. And in 

Galations, we read 3:26 that in Christ Jesus we are all children of God through faith. One 

in Christ Jesus. 3:29 Offspring of Abraham, and heirs according to the promise.  

Amazing!  If we want to know how to parent someone in the faith or in a family we 

should look no further than to the Scriptures for our guide and to the one whom Jesus 

taught us to pray ‘Our Father’.  
 

As another guide, today being Father’s day I thought I would share something that this 

Father struggles with, yet enjoys – and one thing I used to enjoy doing with my Father – 

though my son has my Golf clubs. Sadly, some people’s fanaticism for golf gets in the 

way of their attending church.  Some people have actually told me that during the 

summer they prefer to worship God on the golf course. Although, I have a sneaking 

suspicion that they actually worship golf, on God’s course.  So, in case you were tempted 

to miss church and pull in a round this morning, I thought I would arrange to have golf 

clubs in church to make you feel at home, and in the hope that they might help us to learn 

something about ourselves, about God and about our shared mission in life. 
 

So, what can we learn from this bag of golf clubs? Well first, you will notice that just like 

there is one golf bag, there is one church and yet within that bag there are different clubs, 

just like we are different.  Some are taller,  some smaller, some heavier,  some lighter, 

some more rounded, some flatter, all have differing angles and all have been made for a 

reason.  Just like us. 
 

Some golf clubs are used just in case, (LEFT HAND CLUB. And some of my clubs are 

used quite regularly,  (BALL  SCOOP & 7 WOOD).  But all the clubs are needed if the 

course is to be completed. Think for a moment, if you arrived at the first tee and had left 

your No1 wood, your big bertha at home.  Sure, you could make do with another club, 

but it would not be the ideal club.  Or think how you might feel if your ball went in a 

bunker and you had forgotten your sand iron, or arrived at the first green and realized you 

had left your putter in the club house.  Very quickly you would realize that your game 

will be seriously impaired.   
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The set of clubs are there for a reason - to be available and to be used when required. So 

are we!  As members of God's church, we have a joint mission - we all have a purpose - 

we are not here to go rusty, or to be stored away in the shed, or refuse to be used.  Nor are 

we of any use if we like a golf club have clumps of earth or dirt or sin covering us.  We 

are here to be clean, ready and available for God in his mission field, the world. And just 

like every golf club needs to be held firmly in the golfer’s hands, so each day, we need to 

give ourselves into the hands of Our Father.  
 

What other comparisons can we draw.  Jesus sent 12 disciples out – interestingly the 

same as the average number of clubs in a golf bag. Later he sent out a group of disciples 

two by two – 70 or 72 of them (the Gospels vary on this) – Interesting though that 70 or 

72 is the par score for many Golf courses around the world. There are 18 epistles in the 

New Testament that shape our lives and there are 18 holes on most golf courses and just 

like we have to take note and act upon the 4 gospels we too have to take heed and act 

upon the warning when someone on the golf course shouts ‘four’.  We would also be 

wise to note a perfect round only occurs if (1) we are prepared to put into practice what 

we have been taught by God – our great professional if (2) we are willing to be used in 

the sweet spot of our calling and if (3) we are willing to follow the rules and etiquette 

found, not on the score card, but in the Bible. Some stubbornly resist, of course, and end 

up playing the alternative life game of ‘flog’ instead?  the reverse of what we know we 

are called to play? 
 

As a church, as people who make up the body of Christ, we have a mission, a calling in 

life to fulfil and we neglect that calling, to the detriment of everything else.  So if you are 

not in the bag, hop in. If you are in, and do not think you are being used, be patient, for 

even the way I play the game, eventually the putter is pulled out of the bag.  
 

We all have a part to play is the simple message this Father’s Day.  And there is much to 

attend to if we are to improve our game, or become a ‘0’ handicap church.  Here at St. 

Ninian’s, it is important that we attract through prayer, new members and have good and 

attractive ways of teaching the faith to all ages and to build on the pastoral work we have 

been doing in order to perfect the way we play in God’s service. We also need to enjoy 

the game – to be accepting of the bad shots and learn from them and to appreciate the 

good shots and treasure them.  And, as golf clubs have improved because of new 

technologies, new teaching methods and new ideas, we too as a church need to be 

prepared for changes in the way we do things.   It might be just a case of adapting or 

perfecting what we do, or it may even mean a totally new way of playing, of being 

church.  Time will tell.   
 

So, are you on par for your church and for your Lord?  Be open to the master’s touch, 

lean not upon your own understanding and be willing to follow our Lord’s game plan and 

you will be.  Oh, in case you want to know, my best ever golf score is 86. In the Canadian 

Hymn Book it is ‘More that we can ask or imagine’. In our hymn book verse FOUR of 
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the 1st Nowell says ‘Let us all with one accord sing praises to our heavenly Lord for 

Christ our salvation wrought and with his blood our life has bought’.  May these be our 

theme tunes as we give thanks to ‘Our Father’ and to all our Fathers today. 


