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Sermon Trinity 2. 26th June, 2022 – Bishop Rob Hardwick 
Nearly 100 years ago Philo Farnsworth was plowing a straight line on a potato farm. At the same time his 

mind was thinking about the possibility of transmitting moving pictures through the air. He had no 

electronic or engineering background, nor was he a scientist. No one in the world of science would have 

considered him a serious contender in the chase to find the answer to photographic transmission without 

the aid of wires. Scientists from all over the world had been struggling to solve this dilemma and although 

many had been aided by research grants, no one came up with the answer. So, what chance did 

Farnsworth, a potato farmer with little education, have? 
 

But while plowing, he imagined a different approach. He imagined dividing a screen into long rows just 

like the field he was plowing, using electricity to create areas of light and darkness at each point along the 

row. Then stacking the rows on top of each other, he imagined that they could bring to focus a picture. 

And Bingo!  The results were better than anything the world of science had ever conceived. Farnsworth 

invented. Television.  It was his vivid imagination coupled with a propensity toward science that changed 

the world of communication. Unfortunately, he was not credited with the idea since he was only 14 years 

old. Two business men, George Everson and Les Gorrell took an interest in Farnsworth and invested their 

life savings in his research. In spite of his age they had faith in him and on September 7, 1927, 

Farnsworth transmitted history’s first electronic television picture. 
 

Many would say he was ‘just a’ farmer and a boy!  But from a young farmer’s inquiring mind and a 

child-like fascination came the logic needed to create the television... So let me ask: Do you see yourself 

as a ‘just a’ – Just a farmer, just a secretary, just a pastor? Just another graduate, just a retiree?  The world 

changed because a so called ‘just a’ Philo Farnsworth set his face, kept his hands on the plow and never 

looked back. 
 

Jesus knew who he was and whose he was. Secondly, he knew where he was going and, as the Scriptures 

tell us, He set his face toward it. 
 

In the 1960’s movie “The Graduate,” Dustin Hoffman played a college student trying to decide what to 

do with his life. There is a scene where he is floating on a rubber raft in a swimming pool. His father 

comes out and asks: “What are you doing.” He replies. “Drifting. Just drifting.” I fear far too many people 

could give the same answer, just drifting 
 

Jesus set his face, he knew where he was going. Literally, of course, to Jerusalem, but ultimately to 

Calvary, an appointment with a sacrificial destiny that was uniquely His. What about us?  
 

Albert Einstein, the German born mathematician, slowly watched his homeland give in to Adolf Hitler's 

fascist dictatorship. Einstein wondered if any were going to stand up and oppose Hitler. He said, "When 

Hitlerism came to Germany I expected the Universities to oppose it. Instead they embraced it.  I hoped for 

the press to denounce it, but instead they propagated its teachings.  One by one the leaders and institutions 

which should have opposed the Nazi philosophy bowed meekly to its authority.  Only one institution met 

it with vigorous opposition and that was the Christian Church."  Einstein confessed, "That which I once 

despised, I now love with a passion I cannot describe."   The commitment of the Church in standing 

against evil in Germany and beyond made a profound impression upon Einstein. Those individuals in the 

1930's understood the cost associated with their actions, they set their face to the task and did not back 

down.  
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God’s, righteousness will cost you dearly. When Jesus set his face and headed off to Jerusalem he knew 

where he was going and he knew it meant danger, and would cost him his life.  The Jesus life is tough, 

and make no mistake many give their excuses and drift away, like those in the Gospel today.   
 

Third, Jesus knew who walked with Him. Far more than the disciples accompanied Him. He walked with 

the great “I Am,” the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And like us, He walked with those ancient men 

and women of faith, that great cloud of witnesses, calling out their encouragement. We can hear Daniel, 

“He was with me in the lion’s den.” Shadrach, Meshack, and Abednego join in, “He was with us in the 

fiery furnace.”  Moses says, “When the Red Sea was in my front and Pharaoh was in my back, He was 

with me.” And then David joins in: “Great is the Lord God of Israel His mercy endures forever.” 

Wherever you go, the myriad of saints all attest, ‘Yahweh goes with you’.  The greats, like Esther, born 

for such a time as this, set their face in challenging times and did not find God wanting. 

Now, granted, very few have the calling to live the life of the Biblical greats or have the influence of a 

Mother Teresa, a Martin Luther King or even a Billy Graham.  People who have influenced whole nations 

for good, let alone countless individual lives, mine included.  But make no mistake, all of us can be 

significant and truly make a difference with this life God has given us, if we set our face and faithfully 

put our hands to our plough and do not look back.  

Think for a moment of some of those whose influence has made a profound impact on your lives in 

Godly and transforming ways.  Perhaps some who have worshipped here or have ministered in this 

church. They made a difference because they recognized their need for Jesus; had been guided by the 

Holy Spirit (as it said in Galatians) and they set their face and followed Him.  

In the 16th century, someone once asked Martin Luther what gave him the courage he needed to challenge 

the Roman Catholic hierarchy and unjust principalities. His answer was simply: “I have been baptized.” 

His identity and calling came through his relationship with God. When we understand whose we are, it 

gives us courage to accept our calling, in such a time as this, and in our walk with Jesus, leave a legacy 

that will live on beyond our earthly life.   
 

So, beloved of God, take hold of your plough, and no-one else’s. Set your face (as the Psalmist urged and 

Jesus and the saints have exemplified) and be strong and courageous, abounding in the work of the Lord, 

for as the psalmist also attests today, the great I AM will be at your right hand and you will not fail. 


